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was a very economical motor; all one had to do was to shovel
in a little coal, and it would run for months Jan Binder was
seized with a strange, almost blind faith in the copper cylinder,
and he bought it for three hundred crowns Then he hauled
it away on a truck with his own hands to his merry-go-round,
which was standing out of action near Zhchov.

Jan Binder took off his coat, unloaded the copper cylinder
from the cart, and set to work whistling softly He fixed a
wheel on the axle where the fly-wheel used to be, and ran a
belt over this wheel to another axle which drove the orches-
trion with one end and the merry-go-round with the other
Then he oiled the bearings, put them into a wheel, and stood
there, in his broad-striped jersey, with his hands in his pockets,
puckering his lips for a whistle and waiting pensively to see
what would happen next. The wheel went round three times,
then stopped, presently it quivered, wobbled, and then began
to turn quietly and smoothly Then the orchestrion started
with all its little drums and whistles, the merry-go-round gave
itself a shake as if waking from sleep, creaked in all its joints,
and began glidingly to revolve The silver fringes gleamed,
the white steeds with their showy trappings and red bridles
seemed to set in motion their princely equipages, the deer with
its wildly staring ey.es swept round, poised as for a leap, the
swans with their elegantly arching necks drew in a circle their
white and sky-blue vessels; and so all a-ghtter, and to the
accompaniment of blaring music, the merry-go-round rotated
its splendours before the unwinking eyes of the Three Graces
painted on the orchestrion, now earned away on the rush of
its own melodies.

Jan Binder still stood there with his lips pursed and his
hands in his pockets He gazed upon his merry-go-round as
though in a dream, seemingly entranced by something new
and lovely. By this time he was no longer alone A tear-
stained dirty child dragged its young nurse up to the merry-